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Distribution: Summer visitor to the Dabie Mt. of Henan, the Dabie Mt. and the Huangfu
Mt. of Anhui ,Guangdong, Fujian, the Yaoshan Mt. of guangxi, western and southern Yunnan
and Taiwan. Transient through Xiahe of southern Gansu, Tianjin of Hebei and the coast area
of Shandong. Recorded in Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.

Habitat and habit: Fairy Pitta lives in the areas of the plain and the low mountain forest.
Feeds on earthworms, centipedes and insects. The breeding season begins in the middle of
May. The clutch size is 5-7.

Threats to Survival: Due to the destruction of habitats, the number of the populations is
keeping decline.
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THE 15TH MEETING OF THE CITES PLANTS
craEs vews | COMMITTEE AND THE JOINT SESSION WITH THE
ANIMALS COMMITTEE:

17-21 MAY 2005

The 15th meeting of the Plants Committee of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) convened from 17-21 May 2005, in Geneva, Switzerland. On
20-21 May a joint session was held with the Animals Committee,
which opened its 21st meeting on 20 May and will continue until
Wednesday, 25 May. The Plants Committee discussed 24 agenda items on a range of
topics, including: the implementation of the Strategic Vision until 2007; the review
the significant trade in Appendix 11 species; Appendix annotations to plants, medicinal
plants and orchids; bigleaf mahogany; and Harpagophytum spp.

The joint session addressed issues of common interest to both committees, including:
the Strategic Vision and Plan until 2013; the review of Scientific Committees and
regional communication; the study of production systems for specimens of
CITES-listed species; and the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity adopted by the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD). Despite a heavy agenda, participants to both meetings managed to tackle
some of the more pressing issues, in many cases exceeding their own expectations.

Ivory-billed Woodpecker found in Arkansas

28-04-2005

The Ivory-billed Woodpecker Campephilus principalis, one of the
largest and most spectacular of the world’s woodpeckers, has been
rediscovered in North America. Both sexes are striking
black-and-white birds, and males have flaming red crests.

The news, the subject of an announcement by the journal Science, has
stunned ornithologists world-wide, as the species was widely assumed
to have gone extinct in North America since the last confirmed
sighting in 1944.

A series of sightings between February 2004 and April 2005, in the
Big Woods forest of the Mississippi River basin, involved at least one SN
bird, a male. One observer secured brief video footage which, despite technical imperfections,
yielded at least five diagnostic features of Ivory-billed Woodpecker.

More may be present, since potential habitat for a thinly distributed source population is vast at
over 220,000 hectares. The Big Woods is regenerating after systematic logging which contributed
to the woodpecker’s disappearance. If breeding pairs do exist, most of the conditions believed to
be required for successful breeding and population growth are becoming more available to them.
The species was once uncommon but widespread across lowland primary forest of the
southeastern United States. No living Ivory-billed Woodpecker had been conclusively documented
in continental North America since an unpaired female was seen in cut-over forest remnants in
1944,

"All of us who share this planet owe an enormous debt of gratitude to the individuals and
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organisations whose tireless efforts led to the rediscovery of this bird." —John Flicker, President,
Audubon (BirdLife in the US)

The Ivory-billed Woodpecker is one of six North American bird species known or suspected to
have gone extinct since 1880. The others are Labrador Duck (Camptorhynchus labradorius),
Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis), Carolina Parakeet (Conuropsis carolinensis), Passenger
Pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius) and Bachman’s Warbler (Vermivora bachmanii).

"All of us who share this planet owe an enormous debt of gratitude to the individuals and
organisations whose tireless efforts led to the rediscovery of this bird," said John Flicker, President
of the National Audubon Society (BirdLife in the USA). "Thanks to their dedication, we all have a
second chance to save this magnificent woodpecker from extinction. As it inspires our hopes, this
resilient Ivory-billed Woodpecker must also inspire our commitment to protect the habitat it needs
for survival."

"This extraordinary rediscovery provides hope for the 18 species classified as Potentially Extinct,
such as Jamaican Petrel, Javan Lapwing and Pink-headed Duck," said Dr Michael Rands, Director
and Chief Executive of BirdLife International.

Dr Rands added, "These species are judged likely to be extinct, but confirmation is required and
some hope for their survival remains. Listing as Extinct has significant conservation implications,
because conservation funding is, justifiably, not targeted at species believed to be extinct.
Conservationists are therefore reluctant to designate species as Extinct if there is any reasonable
possibility that they may still be extant, in order to avoid the ‘Romeo error’, where we might give
up on a species before itis too late."  ( www.birdlife.org)

Global science panel calls for action on ecosystems
30-03-2005

A study by 1360 scientists from 95 countries finds that around
two-thirds of the ecosystem services that support life on Earth are
being degraded or used unsustainably. This is causing substantial and
largely irreversible losses in the diversity of life, and threatening the
livelihoods and wellbeing of future generations.

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment warns that without immediate
action by government, business and civil society, the degradation of
ecosystem services will grow significantly worse during the first half
of this century.

The four-year assessment was designed by a partnership of UN
agencies, international scientific organisations and development agencies, with guidance from the
private sector and civil society groups. BirdLife scientists are among the authors and have
contributed extensive data on birds to the report.

The assessment is recognised by governments as a mechanism to meet the assessment needs of
four international environmental treaties - the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, and the Convention on
Migratory Species.

Although evidence remains incomplete, there is enough for the experts to warn that ongoing
degradation of 15 of the 24 ecosystem services examined is increasing the likelihood of abrupt
changes that will seriously affect human wellbeing. This includes the emergence of new diseases,
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sudden changes in water quality, creation of "dead zones" along the coasts, the collapse of
fisheries, and shifts in regional climate.
The MEA states that with significant policy and institutional changes, it would be possible to
reverse ecosystem degradation, while meeting the increasing demands of a growing human
population with higher expectations of quality of life.
"The over-riding conclusion of this assessment is that it lies within the power of human societies
to ease the strains we are putting on the nature services of the planet, while continuing to use them
to bring better living standards to all,”" said the MEA board of directors, co-chaired by the chief
scientist of the World Bank and the director of the United Nations University's Institute of
Advanced Studies."Achieving this, however, will require radical changes in the way nature is
treated at every level of decision-making, and new ways of cooperation between government,
business and civil society."
The MEA'’ s findings have been backed by eight of the world’s leading conservation organisations,
including BirdLife International. "The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment demonstrates that we
have not spent enough time, effort or resources conserving the things we instinctively value, and
which are intrinsically linked to our quality of life, as well as being essential for generating
economic wealth," said Dr Michael Rands, Executive Director of BirdLife International. "We are
prepared to spend vast sums of money on flawed subsidies such as the European Common
Agricultural Policy - now we need to make substantial investments in real, workable schemes that
will ensure that ecosystems are sustained. This report shows us how we can do it."
C www.birdlife.org)
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Extinction-prone attributes and conservation priorities of animals.
Many species have become endangered and extinct because of kinds of natural and
factitious factors. Species endangerment and extinction does not occur at random
ecologically. The species with some attributes, called extinction-prone attributes, are
at high risk of extinction. The attributes can include: (1)large body size, (2)low
reproductive capacity, (3)low dispersal ability, (4) high trophic level, (5)large home
range, (6)small population size, (Dhigh temporal population variability, (8) small
geographical range,(9low population density, (0high specialization level of habitat,
(IDspecific habitat, et al. Studies on extinction-prone attributes of animals can provide
proactive conservation strategies for biodiversity. Although some extinction-prone
attributes of species have already been used for ranking conservation priority of
species, most hypothesises need further precise and in-depth studies, because the
effects that these attributes have on endangerment and extinction of species are very
complicated. It is essential to probe the extinction—prone attributes of different taxa
and different regions species. The endangered patterns of animals in China may differ
from those abroad for unique geographical and historical development, Traditional
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Chinese Medicines (TCM), and frequent illegal wildlife trade through the national
border.
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