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Habitat and habit: The habitat is closely related with food resource, topography,
water source, vegetation and climate, especially human influence, to 2000-3100m in
coniferous forests and mixed forests. It always prefers mountain valleys with a humid
cool climate, and sloped area with dense bamboo forest and good water resources.
Distribution: Native to China. Resident in south western China, from upstream of
the Yangtze River to Qinhai-Tibetan Plateau south-eastern border, including Qinling
mountain, Minshan, Qionglaishan, Da and Xiao Xiang Ling Ranges, Greater and
Lesser Liangshan.

Population: 1596 individuals in wild, and 161 in captivity have recorded recently.
Threats to Survival: Overcutting of forests, fragmentation of habitat, lack of
bamboo resources are the main threats. Illegal hunting and trading are also the threats
to its survival.

Captive breeding: A relatively consummate captive system has been established in
China and about 100 animals born in captive.
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Thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties

The 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties was officially
opened by Prime Minister of Thailand H.E. Mr Thaksin
Shinawatra on the afternoon of 2 October 2004 following opening
statements by Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of

Thailand H.E. Mr Suwit Khunkitti, CITES Standing Committee S
Chairman Mr Kenneth Stansell, UNEP Executive Director Dr
Klaus Topfer, and CITES Secretary-General Mr Willem
Wijnstekers. This is being at the Queen Sirikit National

Convention Centre, Bangkok, Thailand, and is scheduled to close

on 14 October 2004. 13th meeting of the
The meeting was preceded by the sixth dialogue meeting of the Conference of the Parties
African elephant range States and the 51st meeting of the ~ *"°ctrer=os®
CITES Standing Committee.
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Over 12,000 plant and animal species face extinction

A total of 12,259 plant and animal species now face varying risks of extinction, according
- to the 2003 update of the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species. BirdLife is the Listing Authority for birds on
the Red List, which includes the latest research revealing
% further alarming declines in the populations of six of the
21 albatross species.
Since the release of the 2002 Red List, more than 2,000
new entries have been added to the Critically
Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable categories. The
update shows that the Variegated Spider Monkey, Mekong Giant Catfish, Riverine Rabbit
and many others have all moved closer to extinction. Overall, Indonesia, India, Brazil,
China and Peru are among the countries with the highest number of known threatened
birds and mammals. "The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species provides the best
available knowledge necessary for sound conservation action. We now need the political
will and resources to stem the loss of biodiversity." —Achim Steiner, IUCN Director
General
Many more plant species are now classified as being under threat. Half of all cycad
species are known to be at risk, making the planet's oldest group of seed plants among the
most threatened groups on the Red List. Overall, plants are thought to be declining most
rapidly in Brazil, Ecuador, Indonesia, Malaysia and Sri Lanka.
Mirroring the bleak situation facing many endemic island bird species, introduced alien
plants are wreaking havoc on their native island counterparts. Hundreds of new plant
assessments from Hawaii, the Falklands, the British Virgin Islands, the Seychelles, Tristan
da Cunha, St. Helena and Ascension, reveal a bleak outlook for native island plant life in
the face of invasive species. Of the 125 endemic Hawaiian plant species added to the Red
List this year, 85 are threatened and the number is set to increase. (www.birdlife.org.)
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Consultative meeting held to address illegal trade in falcon

Within the conservation community, there has for many years been concern about illegal
and unsustainable trade in falcons for falconry. Despite the fact
that all species of falcons have been included in the CITES
Appendices, this illicit international trade has been continuing, a
significant proportion of which involves countries in the Arabian
Peninsula where there is a strong falconry tradition.

In order to address a number of problems in controlling the
international trade in falcons for falconry, a consultative meeting
on trade in falcons for falconry was held in Abu Dhabi, the United
Arab Emirates from 16 to 19 May 2004.

The meeting was attended by representatives of the following
Parties, non-Party and observer organizations: Canada, the Czech Republic, Egypt,
Germany, Hungary, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Mongolia, Pakistan, Qatar, the Russian
Federation, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Turkmenistan, Birdlife International,
Greifvogelzuchtverband and the International Association for Falconry.

The aims of the consultative meeting was to identify the main problems in controlling the
trade in falcons for falconry (political, administrative, technical, scientific, enforcement)
and to propose practical solutions to these problems and in the mean time to provide an
opportunity for an improved understanding internationally of the trade-related problems
facing falcon conservation.

During the meeting, delegates recognized the long tradition of falconry in the Gulf States
and the efforts being made by many countries to ensure that the use of falcons for falconry
is conducted in a sustainable manner and believed that it was important to develop and
expand further such efforts, in all States of import, export, re-export and transit. To this
end, a range of specific subjects were brought to the table, including the establishment and
management of catch and export quotas, enforcement, awareness-raising and training, use
of certificates of ownership (including falcon passports), captive-breeding, marking, etc.
Outcomes of the discussions on these issues are summarized in the summary report.

At the meeting, delegates noted that Birdlife International, as the listing authority for birds
on the IUCN Red List had found that the Saker falcon now qualifies for threatened status
with the category Endangered, owing to the high rate of overall decline in the recent past.
As a result of the contacts made during the consultative meeting, attempts will be made to
establish a European action plan for the conservation of Falco cherrug.
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At the request of the delegates, the summary record of their discussions will be provided at
the 51st meeting of the Standing Committee. (www.cites.orqg.)
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Poaching of musk deer a conservation concern in Russia
and Mongolia

Musk deer populations in some parts of Russia and Mongolia are rapidly dwindling as a
result of poaching for highly valued musk pods, highly valued in traditional Asian
medicine despite conservation laws that provide for a regulated and managed legal hunt
and trade. In Russia, an estimated 80% of all musk deer killed appear to have been
poached and the illegal trade in musk is thought to have been five times that of the legal
trade in the early 2000s, according to a new report launched today by TRAFFIC, the
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wildlife trade monitoring network, and WWEF, the conservation organlzatlon
A report by TRAFFIC Europe, No Licence To Kill: The . < =
population and harvest of musk deer and trade in musk in .
the Russian Federation and Mongolia, found densities of k‘
musk deer to be low in the Altai-Sayan region of Russia, *
where it is alleged that musk deer populations were at only
a quarter or a fifth of their levels in the 1970s and 1980s -
mainly as a result of poaching.

"This scale of poaching not only raises the question of how
long musk deer populations can sustain this off-take, but also highlights a clear
enforcement problem,” said the editor of the report, Volker Homes of TRAFFIC Europe.
With the bulk of the musk being destined for China and other parts of East Asia, most of it
for use in traditional medicine, TRAFFIC and WWEF are urging Russia and Mongolia to
strengthen their enforcement efforts significantly and calling on China to co-operate
closely with Russia and Mongolia in addressing any illegal cross-border trade.

The report estimated that between 1999 and 2000 about 400-450 kg of raw musk from
Russian musk deer were traded illegally each year, corresponding to about 17 000 to 20
000 male musk deer killed. According to Homes, this volume is about five times the
amount estimated to have been traded legally per year. "Although there is a quota for the
legal hunting of musk deer in the Russian Federation, the illegal alternative is apparently
widely preferred, as there is little incentive, including from a financial perspective, for
musk deer hunters to operate within the law."”

The situation in neighbouring Mongolia appears to be just as dire. Despite the fact that
hunting of musk deer has been illegal in Mongolia since 1953, a minimum average of
2000 male musk deer were poached annually between 1996 and 2001 in the country. As
with Russia, musk deer poaching in Mongolia represents an enforcement problem on a
significant scale.

The report recommends that enforcement measures and trade controls in the countries
where musk is illegally traded be strengthened and that the countries need to collaborate
closely not only on enforcement issues but also to establish a system of information
exchange on population data, quotas, trade and seizures. Furthermore, an international
enforcement and training workshop should be organised that will include participation
from China, Russia, Mongolia and other musk range and consumer States, with a focus on
anti-poaching efforts and cross border trade. The report also calls for the implementation
of marking systems for raw musk and labelling of musk products to allow legal musk
products to be easily identifiable.

“Gramme for gramme, musk is one of the most valuable natural products in the animal
kingdom and can be worth three times more than its weight in gold,”said Stuart Chapman,
Head of WWF-UK’s Species Programme. “ investing in the protection of musk deer
makes both commercial and conservation sense.”

Stepping up enforcement pressure alone is not likely to reduce poaching sufficiently. "If
we are to succeed in eliminating illegal harvest and in bringing trade in musk under
control, it is crucial that the range States address local livelihood issues and provide
economic incentives to the local people involved," Homes stressed.
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Recovery for Africa’s threatened rhinos?

Africa’s critically endangered black rhinoceros could be on its way to recovery if present
trends continue. That's according to new estimates announced by the African Rhino
Specialist Group (AfRSG) of the IUCN Species Survival Commission and WWF, the
global conservation organization. Africa's white rhinoceros also appears stable at much
higher numbers than the black rhino. The black rhino suffered a drastic decline from about
65,000 in the 1970s to only 2,400 in the mid 1990s. The latest findings show black rhino
numbers have increased to just over 3,600, a rise of 500 over the last two years. The white
rhino population, down to just 50 individuals a hundred years ago, now stands at 11, 000.
While the continuing increase in continental black rhino numbers since the 1990s is
encouraging, two African rhino sub-species still face a high risk of extinction. The
northern white rhino has been reduced to a single, small population of just over 20 animals
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Plant DNA bank opens in Brazil

The race is on at Rio de Janeiro's Botanic Gardens to preserve the genetic codes of
5 2 hundreds of endangered plant species, Brazilian media reports.

& Environment Minister Marina Silva opened the country's first plant DNA
WZ==hank to mark World Environment Week. The minister also planted a new

/ gspecies, which was named tibouchina marinae in her honour. Brazil, the
S world's fifth largest country, is thought to have the greatest biodiversity
gon Earth. It is home to a vast range of unique flora and fauna spread over
SiX major zones - known as biomes. These include the Amazon rainforest
pand the Pantanal flood plains in the western state of Mato Grosso.

(.iucn.org.)
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Applying the IUCN protected area category system in China

China’s protected areas, covering a staggering 130 million sq km, or three times the size of
Japan, have been developing for at least 2,500 years to become one of the most unique
systems existing today. Most of the country's protected areas are called 'Nature Reserve'
and all of them are managed according to strict protection regimes, which often do not
allow the necessary flexibility for accommodating the multiple needs and uses of these
areas. Earlier this month, IUCN protected area experts were invited by the Protected Area
Task Force of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and
Development to advise on applying the IUCN protected area category system in China.
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The participants welcomed the recommendations from IUCN and unanimously agreed that
the existing category system in China should be improved following the international
standards set by IUCN, tailored to the country’s unique circumstances.(www.iucn.org)
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JE 5 /NS JE T IR BRI ZE S, R EA TR AN JE o

2 M=

R 1A TR BEANAETLR 2 2 “IRBERE/NGY " B AN BRE 1 /158 K L 58 f) ) e

Bl
o oE e KW W KR K| 3R
(7)) (mm) (mm) | (mm) (mm) (mm) | Reference
Body Total Bill Wing Tail Tarsus
Weight length length | length length | length
)
“IRPBENE N M | 87 240 19 169 106 22 Yang et al.
5 belly-mottled (1989)
little owl (male)
“ZLBENENES” M | 115 215 19 169 111 22 Yang et al
B 2 (1989)
belly-mottled little
owl (female)
PR N EY 110-114 | 190-210 143-171 65-93 Konig et al.
Athene brama (143-158) (1999)
RRBENGE /NS 20-22 | 140-155 | 65-77 |27-28 | Yang et al.
#1 X 7 Athene (1989)
brama brama M 2??Baker
(1927)
B NI /N5 150-168 | 75-81 Yang & Li
1 ¥ 2 Athene (1989) 22 M
brama indica Baker (1927)
P59 A.f.beickianus | 136 238 173 100 25 Cheng et al.
2 (# ¥, Qinghai (1991)
Province)
%59 Aegolius | 90-113 | 200-230 158-178 | 91-106 Konig et al.
funereus & (101.4) (169) (99.7) (1999)
W59 Aegolius | 126-196 | [{] I 164-185 G Konig et al.
funereus (166.8) | (Same (176) (Same (1999)
above) above)

KL OCHRBEMNGS L LSS MBI /N S bR A P R A

Table 1 Measurements of two “belly-mottled little owl (Athene brama poikila)” specimens and relevant
data from the spotted little owl (Athene brama) and boreal owl (Aegolius funereus)

BETERE /NSO IR MERE 72 52 AR/, TR 1 7T DA H SRS EME 1S A7 AEAR IR %2
5t MES AR EEME S KIS 2 . “OARBEREANSS” (RIMERERR ASAE (AR B IR AEAR K I I
WZES, IR RESHIRT N . RES K — A SRR HOEAR K, WK1 H, W
HOCORPEREANSS” B 169 mm, 55 U5 RS B, S 2 TR AR /NS
SRR H . BEPEAE N ESIK—SS R AR AT B, & 1 AR RPN SS
R 106 mm A1 111 mm, BB A FREPEAR /NI R ICH i, 5 RS B
P AR o
3 JEAFFIE

W R EERUE TR /IN S A MR R 20 R AL, JF 4R “ 28 BEAR /NS SR B
NESAE SRR AR BRI R DO, B CARBERE/NGY T BB IR, BBEA
SEHEs WRES. HUSUMBIAA s 28 1 Mg R ER 6. 7T UM FE A
B OORBEHRNST IEARA, R SRR B RS2 i LRSS ER 1
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TERGR, RISEhs LTS A1) . IXSRR RS JHarEf, RS AR e
s SRIUETS U B R Bt IR A, RAREOMEE; 5o A Esmst, J§H.
R EEPOHEAR,; CHREEG, WAMHZE AGWIREE, SN A BN, NBE
BERA IR A, AR RPN, A O, B NEPAG.

CORBENE NS IERRRAS AR IR EL S, SR A 1 L RS H i
FrA (b R BRI ITAR AR, 1959 4F 7 1 18 H K A4 s &) fE4E W
WIREUEZE 5 SRR 3 WO 2% 3 TRATE ST, D5 A %)) 5 38 Bl & 1R 2P (AR AR AR K, W
A A 54 5 g uRunE €, A S RS 2R 2~3 H A RE KRR S e, 1 B
[Fi] — P AP AN 22 T0) (22 et e K. DRI 3 e e 1 22 AR AT RE A B T A
7 S BT RS 25
4 WS IE

PR /0N 555 1 b RS S b Ay T ) B3 Bl 1 PR, P i b X L Rk X 4,
H A AR AE 1 500 K LUF, i Y8 59 i S T Bl 2 R B F AR sl et e VR AT AR . AR 1
F IR AN S, TS H R WA HOR A AR (L X A Al o 2,800~3,200 K, #
KEEFRIE P ZLBEN/NS” (PIAE E Ak 2,200~3,100 KIFEFFETRACHR, A
ICAEAR SRR AE b “ 8B/ NGS " 5 SRS HR AP AT o
5 S AuFFfE

PEADENE /NSRS TH9TE H 59BN IE, 408 5 NERY, 40A T AR R
()0 Y e RN A e S, B HEHEAN B BE R B o LSS SR JE T 59T H G5S RIS I8, 4
A D AR ER AL . AEFRE, RS A 3 AN, WA pallens 43 T8 7h
IR, sibiricus 4345 TP S PAS DLIR M X R D422 08 H X o TRES IR H 7R E A (A,
f. beickianus) H 1928 4 Stresemann 7 H 7R P b #B R B S5 BT AT ARE f5,  HR
MR (EFS 1991), 1EH 1999 F78 Hik 4 A8 L A SRR X K TR TR 58
ZhE, Henma iR T HRA MmN )8 LEE . RO, RS 1) 5
5z K2 (Picea abies) 17> A S — 0Pk, SIS HED UL 5 nT B8 7 s R 1) vE L
AR AR AT N o TRESH ol U RhAE [ A8 43 A5 T ED EEJEEB 1) Lahul, KBk, ZEPY )|
B PRk 0 s B AR, R S A A X o LSS H R SRR AE DU 1148 A
R, AN RS AP M sy R, 5 LR HEMAR TR o (4230 A 2003
k)

The belly-mottled little owl (Athene brama poikila) is actually the boreal owl
(Aegolius funereus beickianus)

Based on two specimens collected from Sichuan Province, Yang et al. (1989)
described a new subspecies of the spotted little owl (Athene brama), the belly-mottled
little owl (Athene brama poikila). This subspecies was acknowledged by Cheng (2000).
However, Cheng (2000) also mentioned that further work should be done on it. In 2001,
we examined the specimens of Athene brama poikila in Ya’an, Sichuan and compared
them to those of the spotted little owl and the boreal owl (Aegolius funereus). The boreal
owl is identifiable from its rather square facial disc, however, this character was destroyed
during the capture of the two specimens of Athene brama poikila. This is the reason Yang
et al. (1989) placed them in the genus Athene. The genus Aegolius is also distinguisheable
from the genus Athene by thick feathers on the toes, the toes of the Little Owl being
bristled rather than feathered. The toes of the two specimens of Athene brama poikila were
thickly feathered, consistent with them belonging to the genus Aegolius. Morphological
characters and measurements of the two specimens also correspond to those of the boreal
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owl. The habitat of the two species was reported as deciduous, coniferous forest around 2
200 m to 3 100 m, which fits the habitat of the boreal owl. The endemic Gansu subspecies
of the boreal owl (A. f. beickianus ) occurs from Tiantongsi and Lianhuashan in Gansu,
Guinan in Qinghai to Jiuzhaigou in Sichuan. The fact that it has also been reported from
Lahul in north India (Sun et al., 2001), suggests that this species is also probably
distributed in the conifer forests of western Sichuan and eastern Tibet. The new
distribution record from Baoxing and Yajiang in Sichuan supports this conjecture. To
conclude, we believe that the two specimens identified by Yang and Li (1989) as Athene
brama poikila are in fact the A. f. beickianus subspecies of the boreal owl.

HBRUAARNEWE L ARALEZHR

fE#: EFREG RS S BT D2, A%

SR IER A A A4 268 Fl, FJE 38 B} 119 JE. BT a RIS, H
SR TR LR K, A EAIE R A 2R3 1) OB Rh A ek
XA . 2P R Y S 28, SR TYIMIE s E R
X5 Hr g 1 SR PG LA ™ I AT — e 0GR o 1 s 175 8 1 X 3z 25 v LR A s
(RARE Ao AN TR AR S e B i b 5Ty S0RH X 3R R D S R R, ISR R
FING, RN T R sy X R T RE A R At k. (=
FTEIBT T 2004-2)

PEE LM FR

e OBrg Ry SLIRWL TR S RIRE )

TEREFORT SR A3 AR DR X I B BRI, RIUHT R &E2E 4 ASFndsk, b
i - fL 9 & #%  Paraleucobryum enerve(Thed.)Loesk., & £ #b # Racomitrium
ericoides(Hedw.)Brid., 5 & %% Ulota curvifolia(Wahl.)Lilj. 12255 B H-%¥ Vesicularia
flaccida (Sull.et Lesq.) Iwats., & F 25 -5 I 01 22 55 W iHF 8 O o 6B 0 Ao 7630
e T EMITESRE.  (SHEHWITIT 2004-1)

@ % A4 KR LA A 6o R

YE: E B 2ZERE B2 AR SR T R H AR

ASCERIR T AR 3 [ AE 25 R 08 05 T 5 R AT 7 ThT RTRE S o 76 T A 1) 3%
RITIH, BLHE DA R 250 B JE R B — T I, LUK 24 S i b 2 20T
R UL R LR R 250 E BN R =0T R, X =35 BE V)R XM ELHIZ . 7ETT
RIOTFHEFBITH, A2 #RHSEE . S 2 BUT J5 A48 S U ek -
ZiFHAED) (R A RSB, B AR PR F R R, 51 KR, RN H
BT R, AR, A RURS B A A &5 Ry s LSRRI BIF 9T 4% . dec a4 Hn
A RS, HTEARRGH vE 5 3k, FROTURIR IPR A S B DL R N s 48— R I
BE BRI . (SRS 2003-15 T 1)
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YE#%:  University of Montana, Missoula, MT USA  Richard B. HARRIS"

SR NATTR R FEA R BD A TR D, AR FRATT AT LUMORE AR A A (R AE 5
K TSI R P . AR AU S S R BRI RERAE . B4R AT R
TS T, RIS WA A Y A AR, Bt 7T i e PE ) 4
W HIL, MM, KRR T ORMETE AR S AR R AENE L. HR
ME, LHEPIARE, BEMEEAME R AA 20, Lo I S 22 33 5
R R . 28, R eI REA MR IR B B i 32 1, MEE (HE 2
A ARG AN SRR AREER . 5=, REEIAN KM EHEMNSE, H
JENEE FoRUL, WRAEE (DL EHACIAATE ) RvE, KRR R L
R IGK . B fa, LSSV SR O I LI PR EETRATT, DR B O AR
AR AR 2. RAE P b A SE B PR K4 T, (R HATH T
] B AR A X 2 ), AR AR R . TR, e AN B A A TR
Wi, FEMRE RS R TR IR, R AR RNE B T EREIE .
F R BB LR mT g S WA A BT R 5D DLgERe A7 . W L% 1)
WIS, PRI R A BEIRROC e . (B4R 50 (4): 662 — 668, 2004).
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YE#: HE% P 4R

STIBURA ) DYIE NP EV R P = SN £ i a1 7187 N = AN/ NI B -9/ ) LB 2 N M & DAL
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RN TR AR BB RGHAT 70 45 RN A e fe i — i 6~
7 d, JAERE AT SR AR 2w TAE S IAL S, AL 25 Bk B S8R Y, B ,
— 2 AEL L, JR 3 AEZS 1~2 do AR IKILTE S FISE LW
ORISR AT 20 5 AN ROEOR A i o1, wok gl &7
. BEIFAE— I 49~55 d, (HAR[EML S FEm2mBAzE o
5 HEMITFAESF SR T A A BRI . T HaR s SR S e
KT 4, fEk-RBRILAET 1. 250, 450 N LERAERR SR & TN
ST B LUK S R U E M I BB RGBT A hE, WAL v
SRR, ALK ISR T EAL R . AR TE P )RR T BUX A IIE 1) 32 LI AR T AR ) IR
o CHEWERER, 2004, 028)
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