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E%J  Uncia uncia
J£4,  Snow leopard
AL BENH Carnivora HiEL Felidae
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WEREF LR Z#2 S E SR P MR E. Bar, A EEHIN
B Al vHYAE 4000-7000 H 24

(gi4E: £ 3h)

Habitat and habit: Snow leopard is a typical plateau animal, prefers alpine
wildness around 5000m altitude in summer and down to 3,500m in winter. Ungulates
are its main prey.

Distribution The cats are original inhabitants in central Asian Plateau.. In China, it
is found in the Himalayas, Kunlun Mountains, Hengduan Mountains, Qilian
Mountains, Tianshan Mountains and Altay Mountains, and also in Nepal, India,
Afghanistan, Bhutan, Pakistan, Russia and Mongolia.

Threats to Survival: Due to human exploitation, habitat destruction and fragments,
ungulates declining and prey shortage, and illegal hunting and trade have endangered
the cats survival. Its number around world is 4000-7000.

(BT PRI P 4RoK)
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| CITES NEWS|

The 164th Party: Lesotho

The Depositary Government of the Convention (the
Government of the Swiss Confederation) has informed the
Secretariat that Lesotho deposited its instrument of ratification
on 1 October 2003, making it the 164th Party to CITES. .
Consequently the Convention will enter into force for this |~ &
country on 30 December 2003.
Lesotho signed the Convention on 17 July 1974. Its adhesion to ‘;w
the Convention is a milestone in the history of CITES as it was | <% ~
the only remaining State that had signed the Convention but had not ratlfled it.
CITES ALk AbREUESERFTINA AL, 2003 4F 12 [ 30 HIEUECh A 415 164
AN R o

KRATAE 1974 12 7 J] 17 HEhA 8 T ALy, H—EARGEMEAE. i, WLl
i APy S — A B

CITES and the international trade in coral

Stony corals are highly prized for the beautiful colours and shapes of their skeletons,
which may be used in jewellery and other souvenirs. Live corals and coral products
such as coral rock, are also increasingly popular in the marine aquarium trade. The
economic value of corals, and other coral reef animals can encourage local
communities to conserve coral reefs, but it is important that this trade does not
endanger individual coral species or damage coral reef habitats.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) was initiated
'to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not
threaten their survival' . Around 2000 species of coral are listed in Appendix Il of this
8
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convention, which means that international trade in these species is regulated and
monitored . Many countries now publish export quotas showing the amount of coral
that can be traded each year . Between 1985 and 1997, CITES records show over
19,000 tonnes of coral were imported by 70 nations

CITES legislation applies to both commercial traders and to travellers bringing back
live animals, or souvenirs such as jewellery and ornaments. Import and export of
species listed in CITES requires special permits so that trade can be monitored.
CITES export permits will only be issued when the relevant authorities are satisfied
that the collection of the species did not endanger the species or affect their role in the
ecosystem .

It is illegal to bring CITES-listed coral or coral artefacts such as jewellery, into any of
the 158 countries which have signed the convention, without a CITES permit. This
includes the UK, other countries in the European Community, the United States of
America, Canada, and Australia. Without a permit, your souvenir could be
confiscated by customs officers .

In addition to CITES, some countries or regions have other legislation regarding the
collection and export of coral, and in some countries the export of coral is banned
entirely .
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CITES listed corals in trade

I B B 5 A 2 B S B BB A 2R

Common Name Taxa

Blue coral C¥53lH) Order Coenothecalia
Organ-pipe coral &) Family Tubiporidae
Black coral (23D Order Antipatharia
Stony coral (A7 Hi#4) Order Scleractinia
Fire coral (@3 Family Milleporidae
Lace coral (&3> Family Stylasteridae
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Non-CITES listed corals in trade & Fz 5 5 # AE AL M T FHSS
Red/Pink/White coral (ZI/#/ 335> Corallium species
Gold coral (&) Gerardia species
Callogorgia gilberti
Narella species
Calyptrophora species
Bamboo coral (773> Lepidisis olapa
Acanella species
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Do not lose your last tiger

Although illegal, the market for tiger parts, mainly for use in traditional medicine,
continues to operate openly in Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam. Although the exact
number of tigers left in the wild is unknown, there is little doubt they are in rapid
decline. To address the illegal trade in tigers, TRAFFIC conducted a workshop on law
enforcement in the border region of these three countries. This area, which
encompasses some of the most intact contiguous forests in central Indochina, is of
international importance for the conservation of the tiger. The workshop covered
border trade controls, domestic legislation and the identification of tiger products.
(www.trafficindo.orq)
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Conserving the Viet Nam’s marine turtles

While the international commercial trade of marine turtles has been prohibited since
1977, domestic legislation banning the sale of these endangered species in Viet Nam
has only recently been amended. Consequently, tortoiseshell ornaments such as combs
and fans are still ubiquitous in markets throughout the country, particularly in
souvenir shops and at tourist destinations. To ascertain the extent of the national and
international trade of marine turtles, TRAFFIC recently conducted a nation-wide
survey of the trade in marine turtles to contribute to the development of a national
conservation plan. The survey is just one element of a coordinated effort involving
TRAFFIC, WWEF, IUCN, DANIDA, and the government of Viet Nam to improve
base-line scientific knowledge of marine turtles, collect information on their harvest
and trade and establish sound models for management. (www.trafficindo.org)
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CITES suspends trade in queen conch shellfish

Geneva, 1 October 2003 — Growing evidence that
stocks of queen conch (Strombus gigas) — a sea mollusc,
or shellfish, whose beautiful pinkish shell can attain 30
cm in length and three kilos in weight — are starting to
collapse throughout the Caribbean has led the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) to intervene to protect this important
resource from overexploitation.

“Despite collaboration between CITES and the queen conch range States over the past
six years, this species continues to decline,” said CITES Deputy Secretary-General
Jim Armstrong. “Because we cannot stand by and allow this valuable natural resource
to disappear, we are announcing today that stronger measures will be taken to regulate
the fishery and promote its recovery.”

In response to recommendations from CITES in August, two key range States, the
Dominican Republic and Honduras, have agreed from 29 September 2003 to stop
until further notice the export of all specimens of queen conch. They have also
committed themselves to fully implementing the recovery programme outlined by the
CITES Animal Committee, which includes more rigorous population surveys and
more effective regulation of the national fishing industry.

Meanwhile, CITES has determined that Haiti, also a key range State, has not
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implemented the recommended actions within the agreed time-frame. Consequently,
the CITES Standing Committee is asking all member governments of CITES to
suspend the importation of queen conch from Haiti until it implements the earlier
recommendations.

Distributed throughout the Caribbean, from the State of Florida in the United States to
the northern coast of South America, queen conch is found in the territorial waters of
at least 36 countries and dependent territories. They primarily inhabit sandy seafloors
in clean, shallow waters, but also occur at depths of up to 100 metres. In November
1992 the species was included in Appendix Il of CITES, which requires that CITES
permits be issued for all exports.

Although queen conch has been harvested for food for centuries, a large commercial
fishery has developed only in the last few decades, mainly in response to growing
international demand for the meat. Today, the species is one of the most important
fishery resources in the Caribbean, with an annual wholesale value estimated at
US$60 million. The shells are also used and traded as curios and tourist souvenirs,
although they are largely considered a by-product of the meat trade.

Over the past few decades, intensive fishing pressure has led to population declines,
stock collapses and consequently the total or temporary closure of the fishery in a
number of countries, states or dependent territories, including in Bermuda (UK), Cuba,
Colombia, Florida (US), Mexico, the Netherlands Antilles, the Virgin Islands (US)
and Venezuela.

Overfishing for domestic and international trade is the primary factor for these
population declines, although habitat degradation may also be a factor, especially the
loss of important nursery habitats such as shallow-water seagrass meadows close to
the shore.

Between 1993 and 1998, the total annual landings of queen conch meat ranged
between 6,500 tons and 7,300 tons. Since then, annual landings have fallen and were
5,500 tons in 1999, 4,500 tons in 2000 and 3,100 tons in 2001. The largest landings
have been reported from the Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Honduras, with each
country declaring annual landings of around 1,000 tons of meat.

Seventy-eight per cent of all queen conch meat in international trade is imported by
the US [including Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands (United States)], followed by
France (including Guadeloupe and Martinique) which imported 19 percent of all meat
reported in international trade between 1992 and 2001.

Queen conch is one of the seven species of the family Strombidae that occur in the
Western Atlantic Ocean. Queen conch is known by various names throughout its
range, including: Botuto or Guarura (Venezuela); Cambombia (Panama); Cambute
(Costa Rica); Caracol abulon (Guatemala); Caracol gigante (Honduras); Caracol pala
(Colombia); Caracol rosado (Mexico); Carrucho (Puerto Rico); Cobo (Cuba); and
Lambi (Hispaniola and French Antilles).
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THE ROOT OF LIFE

More than 20,000 species of plants are used medicinally g
somewhere on earth, yet nearly half of these are potentially#
threatened by over-harvest or habitat-loss. China, who isg
amongst the world's largest medicinal plant traders, is nog:
exception with many species now under threat. Wild ginseng, &
for example, has been used for thousands of years yet today i tSEsSEERENEETNE.—
features in the China Plant Red Data Book as endangered in China. During the second
annual general meeting of the China Council for International Collaboration on
Environment and Development — phase 3 that took place at the end of last month,
IUCN Director General, Achim Steiner confirmed IUCN’s support for medicinal plant
conservation, especially in Guizhou Province.
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CITES trade controls to take effect for mahogany

Geneva, 11 November 2003 — Internationally agreed trade regulations for big-leaf
mahogany will enter into force on 15 November. This tropical timber generates over
100 million dollars a year in export sales, making it one of the world’s most valuable
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forest products.

The controls were adopted one year ago by the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), which has now 164 member States. The neotropical populations of big-leaf
mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla) will now be listed on CITES Appendix 11, which
requires that shipments of this timber be accompanied by a CITES export permit.
“Illegal logging and unsustainable export levels are threatening to render big-leaf
mahogany commercially extinct in the near future, a o

trend that has been reflected in recent years by rising
prices,” stated CITES Secretary-General Willem
Wijnstekers.

“By relying on the CITES permit system, exporters,
importers and consumers of mahogany can be confident
that they are using only legally and sustainably
harvested timber. The new regulations will also benefit
local and indigenous communities, which until now
have not received their fair share of the income from
mahogany sales,” he said.

Admired for its high quality, beauty and durability,
mahogany is made into luxury furniture, boats,
expensive panelling, musical instruments and other
wood products. One cubic metre of big-leaf mahogany can fetch some USD 1,300 on
the international market and one tree alone can produce more than USD 100,000
worth of high-quality furniture. In the year 2000, Latin America exported some
120,000 cubic metres of big-leaf mahogany.

Big-leaf mahogany thrives in dry tropical forests ranging from southern Mexico to the
Amazon basin. It can grow to 70 m, with an average height of 30-40 m, and trunks
can reach 3.5 m in diameter.

The mahogany range has become fragmented, many populations have declined
dramatically and the building of access roads for mahogany lumbering has
encouraged broader deforestation. Populations of big-leaf mahogany have declined by
over 70% in Central America since 1950. The species is already reported to be
commercially extinct in El Salvador, Costa Rica and parts of South America. The
other two species of Latin American mahogany — the Cuban mahogany (Swietenia
mahagoni) and Honduras mahogany (Swietenia humilis) — are also now commercially
extinct. Today, the major natural stands of big-leaf mahogany are in Brazil, Bolivia
and Peru. Plantations have been established in Fiji and other countries, but the CITES
listing will not apply to them.

The leading importers of big-leaf mahogany are the United States — which alone
accounts for some 60% of the entire market — the Dominican Republic, the United
Kingdom and Spain. The Appendix-I1 listing will enable importing nations to better
assist export nations with checking the legality of shipments and ensuring that the
mahogany trade is fully transparent.

For exporting countries, an Appendix-I1 listing will provide the controls, information
and tools they need to manage their mahogany resources and ensure that trade bans or
commercial extinction are not the next step. CITES permits are only issued if
government-appointed Management Authorities can confirm that the timber has been
obtained legally and independent Scientific Authorities certify that its harvesting is
not detrimental to the survival of the species. CITES Authorities in both the exporting
and importing countries are to monitor the shipments and verify the validity of each
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CITES permit.
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Tighter controls needed to curb increasing
threats to snow leopards

The Snow Leopard, one of the most endangered big cats in the world, is being
severely threatened by illegal killing throughout its range. According to the results of
a new TRAFFIC report, action is now urgently needed by the range States to address
the root causes of illegal killing and continuing trade in Snow Leopards and their parts,
to ensure survival of this highly endangered species.

A large part of the findings of the report released in August 2003 in collaboration with
WWEF and International Snow Leopard Trust (ISLT) is based on literature searches
and web-based information gathering. First-hand information was also received
through a TRAFFIC questionnaire survey of experts and government personnel in
Snow Leopard range States and other countries. In summer 2002, first-hand surveys
were undertaken in Mongolia and Pakistan.
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The results of the report clearly show that Snow Leopards and their parts are traded in
all 12 range States (with the possible exception of Bhutan). This is despite the fact
that killing and trade is prohibited in most of the range States and the species is listed
in CITES Appendix I, which prohibits all commercial international trade of the animal.
Today, there are only an estimated 4000-7000 Snow Leopards left in the world.

The results of the report also show that threats posed to snow leopards may vary
among the different regions: killing for trade is the biggest threat for snow leopards in
the central Asian region and the Russian Federation. In the Himalayan region, the
main threat identified in the report is conflict between snow leopards and herders,
who Kill Snow Leopards to protect their livestock, but the parts then often end up in
trade.

National demand in the range States continues to drive some trade but part of the
goods on offer also end up in nonrange regions, such as Europe and the Middle East.
Foreign visitors, including tourists and military personnel, form another distinct group
that purchases Snow Leopard parts.

The main products in demand are pelts. Prices for skins range from just tens of US
dollars as reported by hunters in Nepal, to thousands of US dollars, as reported on the
black market in Kazakhstan.

The report further indicates that illegal trade occurs in live Snow Leopards and in
other body parts such as teeth, nails, meat, as well as bone, which is feeding into
traditional Asian medicine markets, but on a much smaller scale.

"There is an urgent need for range States to address the gaps in their legislation for
snow leopards and increase their enforcement efforts. For example, by enhancing
anti-poaching activities in the range States where trade is the most prominent threat,"
said Stephanie Theile, the author of the report from TRAFFIC Europe. "It is also vital
to provide economic incentives for snow leopard conservation to the herders who live
in Snow Leopard range, for example by developing livestock insurance schemes, and
recover the natural prey base of Snow Leopards to prevent conflict situations between
the local communities and Snow Leopards in the first place.”

Coinciding with the release of the TRAFFIC report, concerted efforts to improve
Snow Leopard conservation were strengthened in August by completion of a global
Snow Leopard Survival Strategy, an initiative co-ordinated by ISLT, which drew
upon acknowledged snow leopard experts, conservation biologists and, development
specialists, including TRAFFIC among others.

The co-ordinated snow leopard strategy and the TRAFFIC study provide strong
incentives for all stakeholders involved to achieve long-term solutions for sustainable
livelihoods of local communities in the range States and to help save the endangered
Snow Leopard before it is too late.
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On the Fish Piranhas with a discussion on the evaluation of exotic species

Abstract: The piranha is a common name of one group of fishes belonging to the genus
Serrasalmus(Characidae). The fishes are mainly distributed in Amazons Basin, South
America. Piranhas have been introduced to China and other countries or areas as ornamental
fishes. In this article, we introduced some morphological and biological information on
piranhas. In addition, we also presented our own opinion on exotic species. When we are
evaluating the role of exotic species, we should consider it from different angles and not
ignore the positive influences of introduced species. Moreover, when we are making policies
and measurements on introduced species, we should let science play important roles.
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