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Habitat and habit: The species lives in humid hills. Found in mountainous forest,
scrub, thick grass, etc. All kinds of broadleaf forests, mixed forests, bamboo woods
and grassy brush are its favorite habitat. Seldom in rocky arid desert or wetlands.
Deep dark humid places with dead trees are also its favorite foraging area, because of
plentiful ants.

Distribution Formerly widely distributed in south China: Jiangsu, Anhui, Hubei,
Sichuan, Yunnan, Fujian, Taiwan. Mostly in Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi, Yunnan
and Guizhou. A few in Sichuan and Huguang Plain. Also in Myanmar, Sikkim, Nepal,
etc.

Threats to Survival: Habitat alteration and reduction; illegal hunting and human
settlement are the main threats to survival.
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Five problems in China’s wild animals and plants’ trades:

Civil laws and rules about wild animal and plant are faultiness.

Origins and trade quantities of the wild animals and plants are unclear.

Trade ports of wild animals and plants are overabundance.

The situation of the smuggles and illegal trades on wild animals and plants is

serious.

5. Supervising and quarantine on taches of wild animals and plants’ producing
and distribution are not enough.

el

The Syrian Arab Republic joins CITES

The Depositary Government of the Convention (the
Government of the Swiss Confederation) has informed the
Secretariat that the Syrian Arab Republic deposited its
instrument of accesssion on 30 April 2003, making it the
162nd Party to CITES. Consequently the Convention will
enter into force for this country on 29 July 2003.

The Syrian Arab Republic will be the 31st Party to CITES in
Asia. Therefore, in accordance with Resolution Conf. 11.1 (Rev. CoP12) Annex 1,
Asia will be entitled to a third representative and alternate representative in the
Standing Committee. The election of the new representatives will be arranged after
the Convention enters into force for the Syrian Arab Republic.

The Syrian Arab Republic is situated in the Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean
Sea. (from: www.cites.org)
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Shahtoosh seized in India
Some 47 shahtoosh items were seized on 13 May 2003 in Delhi by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) of the Indian Government in a series of raids conducted on the
information supplied by the Wildlife Protection Society of India (WPSI). The CBI
team recovered two shahtoosh Kurtas (long shirt-like garment) and 45 shahtoosh
shawls, including one seven metre length of uncut shahtoosh fabric, which is in
demand only in the very high-end market such as the fashion market. A man from
Srinagar (Jammu & Kashmir) has been arrested in connection with the seizure. The
Court has turned down the bail application of the accused and sent him to judicial
custody. The CBI is investigating the matter further.
The Tibetan antelope (Pantholops hodgsonii) is listed in Appendix | of CITES, and all
commercial international trade in its parts and derivatives has been prohibited by the
Convention since 1979. "Shahtoosh™ is the name given to the fine wool shorn from
the antelope after it has been killed.
In Resolution Conf. 11.8 (Rev. CoP12), the Conference of the Parties to CITES
recommended that all Parties and non-Parties, especially consumer and range States,
adopt comprehensive legislation and enforcement controls as a matter of urgency,
with the aim of eliminating commercial trade in Tibetan antelope parts and derivatives,
especially shahtoosh, in order to reduce demonstrably the illegal trade in Tibetan
antelope products. It also urges the processing countries of the products of Tibetan
antelope to continue their efforts to ban the processing of Tibetan antelope wool.
( from: www.cites.org)
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New website launched to promote wildlife trade controls in the EU

The first website providing information on wildlife trade controls in the European
Union (EU) is now online (www.eu-wildlifetrade.org). The website is set to raise the
awareness of those involved in wildlife trade; from importers, wholesalers and
retailers to consumers and travellers alike, by informing them about their legal
responsibilities under the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations.

This targeted information campaign in 11 EU languages is an initiative of and
financed by the European Commission. The website was developed and is managed
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by TRAFFIC Europe with support from the CITES Management Authorities of all EU

Member States.

Millions of live animals and plants are imported into the European Union (EU) every

year, including parrots from South America, chameleons from Africa and orchids

from Southeast Asia. Further, a large variety of wildlife products such as shoes or
bags made of reptile skin, timber products such as furniture or dried plants used as
medicines are in high demand by EU consumers. CITES, EU Wildlife Trade

Regulations and national laws constitute a comprehensive set of legal texts that

regulate trade in wildlife around the world. This legislation also addresses related

matters such as holding and keeping of live animals and plants.

A new EU Wildlife Trade Regulation was adopted in 1997, which was promoted by

an EU-wide public awareness campaign financed by the European Commission.

Compliance with and effective implementation of all its provisions can still be

improved through better understanding among stakeholders. According to the initial

feasibility study undertaken by TRAFFIC Europe in several EU Member States,
traders experience difficulties in obtaining clear and up-to-date information on the
legal provisions of the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations.

The information available on the website is divided into sections, among which are,

1. An overview of EU Wildlife Trade regulations, including provisions that touch
upon animal welfare and transport, veterinary checks, zoos, fairs, etc. CITES and
other international conservation conventions are also described.

2. An explanation of the legal requirements for trade to, from and inside the EU,
including the necessary documents and conditions to be observed. Specific
provisions for trade in captive born and bred animals and artificially propagated
plants are also covered.

3. Information on traders’ and customers’ obligations with regard to animal and
plant welfare and especially the responsibility of traders in educating buyers of
exotic species. It provides a range of links to websites that offer advice and
information about the keeping and caring of commonly kept species for example
on equipment, climatic conditions, biology, etc. and outlines the requirements
applying to the transport and exhibition of live animals and plants. This section
also highlights risks involved, ranging from the escape of exotic species, possible
invasion of natural habitats and competition with native species in importing
countries to threats posed to human health and safety caused by dangerous
transmissible diseases.

4. A description of marking requirements for certain live animals and parts or
products of wildlife (crocodile skins, caviar), and explains commonly used
methods such as microchips, bird rings, tags or labelling techniques.

5. Details of legal obligations that apply to personal and non-commercial use of
wildlife, e.g. tourist souvenirs or hunting trophies. The website also contains a
Wildlife Souvenirs Guide.

6. More than 600 international and national Internet links to institutions,
conventions, CITES information materials such as Checklists and ldentification
guides, nature conservation organizations, hobbyist associations and commercial



federations covering sectors involved in trade in exotic pets (amphibians, reptiles,
aquarium fish, birds), zoological and botanical gardens, ornamental and
medicinal plants, wool and leather —e.qg. reptile.

7. The last page offers the opportunity for visitors to interact with website
administrators by making suggestions or comments and ask questions in case they
have specific enquiries. (from: www.cites.org )
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CITES reference kit for the judiciary

The CITES Secretariat is currently compiling a reference kit that will provide
members of the judiciary, prosecutors and legal advisors with an introduction to
CITES and examples of its administrative, civil and criminal enforcement throughout
the world. It is hoped that the provision of such information will help to further the
development of consistent and comprehensive domestic judicial enforcement of the
Convention. The reference kit will contain outlines of a number of cases that will
serve as examples of how certain legal issues related to the enforcement of CITES
have been addressed.

The Secretariat would like to include in the kit examples from a wide range of
countries. It would therefore be grateful to receive information on any court cases of
particular interest, and copies of the full texts of the judgements or information on
where they may be found. (from: www.cites.org)
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SMALL CETACEAN SPECIES
MAY NOT SURVIVE ANOTHER DECADE
A new publication on the status of the world’s cetaceans — whales, dolphins and
porpoises, offers a stark warning that the smaller, lesser-known species such as the
baiji (or Yangtze River dolphin) may not survive the next decade. Dolphins, Whales
and Porpoises: 2002-2010 Conservation Action Plan for the World’s Cetaceans, is an
authoritative, benchmark publication providing the latest information on the status of
cetaceans worldwide while recommending actions that could help save the most
threatened species. As a guiding document for all those involved in cetacean
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conservation, it will be used by scientists in the field and academic institutions, as
well as those making critical decisions about the future of these species and their
habitats. This new publication is the most recent of three Action Plans compiled by
the Cetacean Specialist Group (CSG) of IUCN’s Species Survival Commission during
the past 15 years. (www.iucn.org)
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CARING FOR THE BERING SEA

The Bering Sea, located between Russia and the United States, is one of the most
biologically productive marine environments in the world, sustaining high
concentrations of birdlife and marine species. Coastal nations rely heavily on the
harvest it produces; the US for example obtains more than 50% of its seafood from it.
Although many countries use its resources, there is currently no international
agreement regulating its use. In an effort to bring all stakeholders together to discuss
the future of the Bering Sea, an international conference was held last week in
Girdwood, Alaska. Scientists, indigenous leaders, and representatives from
governments, businesses and NGOs, from the United States, Japan, and Russia shared
information and developed an international approach to achieve sustainability in the
Bering Sea. www.iucn.org
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HUNTING, EBOLA VIRUS THREATEN AFRICA'S WILD APES

Western equatorial Africa’s wild apes are being killed off by hunting and the Ebola
virus and could be pushed to the brink of extinction, scientists said on Sunday. "The
stark truth is that if we do not act decisively, our children may live in a world without
wild apes,"” cautioned Peter Walsh of Princeton University in the United States. Gabon
and the Republic of Congo are thought to be the home of 80 percent of the world's
gorillas and most of the common chimpanzees, but a survey by Walsh and colleagues
in Africa, Europe and the United States, reveals their numbers dropped by more than
half between 1983 and 2000. They believe the animals should be elevated to critically
endangered status because without protected areas and research into Ebola they fear
human's closest relatives could disappear. The animals are currently classified as



endangered on the Swiss-based World Conservation Union (IUCN) list of threatened
species. (www.iucn.org)
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