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Habitat and habit: Lives on high plateaus at an altitude of 2,500—4,500mASL.
Feeds mainly on carcasses of large animals, sometimes on rodents and domestic
animals. Nests in crevices in cliffs. The breeding season is between March and
August.

Distribution and threats: Resident in Wuwei, Zhangye, Jiuquan, Subei, Tianzhu,
Minshan, Aksay, Joneand Luqu of Gansu ,Minhe ,Qilian and Tianjun of Qinghai,
Ningxia,Songpan and Litang of Sichuan, Tibet, thej tianshan Mt. Of Xinjiang. Known
in Afghanistan, Northwestern India, Turkey and Pamirs. Population unknown, but
decreased by eating the dead rodents killed with poison. Another threat is hunting.
Conservation action: It has been listed as the national second-grade wildlife of
China for protection.
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CITES to decide wildlife trade rules and promote conservation
Agenda includes turtles, elephants, whales,
seahorses, vicufias, and mahogany

Santiago, October 2002 - Decisions affecting the survival of dozens of wild plant and
animal species will be adopted at a major conference here of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

The conference, which runs from 3 to 15 November, will consider 59 proposals to
amend the lists of species subject to trade controls. The proposals range from the
highly charismatic minke whale and African elephant, to endangered Asian freshwater
turtles and Latin American parrots, to commercially valuable bigleaf mahogany and
Patagonian toothfish (Chilean sea bass).

"CITES seeks to promote a healthier and more sustainable relationship between
people and wildlife,” said CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers. "The
Santiago conference is an opportunity to ensure that trade does no harm to plant and
animal species. It will also address national efforts to conserve species that are not
traded because they have become threatened or endangered,” he said.

"Protecting wildlife is vital to the broader goal of making environmental conservation
and poverty reduction mutually supportive,” said Klaus Tdpfer, Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment Programme, which administers the CITES
Secretariat. "Its well-honed regulations and practical programmes put CITES on the
front line of sustainable development."

One group of proposals addresses Asia's declining freshwater turtles, which are
collected and traded as pets, food, and medicinal preparations in Asia. The number of
turtles on sale at Chinese food markets alone is estimated between 12 and 20 million
specimens annually, most of them originating from the wild. Experts fear that many
Asian turtle species will soon face extinction. The conference will consider proposals
for introducing trade controls on 26 species of freshwater turtles.

Another high-profile item is the African elephant. After an eight-year ban on ivory
sales, in 1997 CITES agreed to allow three African countries - Botswana, Namibia
and Zimbabwe -to make one-time sales from their existing legal stocks of raw ivory.
The ivory - which weighed 49,574 kg and represented 5,446 tusks - was sold to Japan
in 1999 and earned some USD5 million. The funds were used for elephant
conservation activities in the three range States.

This year, the three countries plus South Africa and Zambia are proposing one-off
sales of existing ivory stocks to be followed later by annual quotas. The proposals are
for a first sale of 20,000 kg and an annual quota of 4,000 kg for Botswana, 10,000 kg
and 2,000 kg respectively for Namibia, 30,000 and 2,000 for South Africa and 10,000
and 5,000 for Zimbabwe. Zambia is proposing a one-off sale of 17,000 kg. A proposal
from India and Kenya, on the other hand, argues that further ivory sales from African
elephants should be clearly prohibited as a precautionary measure for reducing future
threats to the elephant.

Meanwhile, Japan is seeking to open up trade in most northern hemisphere



populations of minke whale and a Pacific population of Bryde's whale. Its proposals
stress the use of national legislation and DNA identification of individual whales to
monitor catches and trade. Similar proposals were presented without success at the
most recent CITES conferences in 1997 and 2000. This year's debate is likely to
involve issues related to science, sustainable use, possible enforcement problems, and
the International Whaling Commission's moratorium on commercial whaling.

Other proposals emphasize the sustainable use of wildlife. Sustainable use can build
support for conservation among local communities while directly raising funds for
protecting endangered species. For this reason, Argentina, Bolivia and Chile want to
expand their ability to sell the fine silky wool sheared from live vicufia to include a
number of additional vicufia populations.

The meeting will also review measures for improving protection for highly
endangered species already protected by CITES regulations, including rhinoceroses,
bears, the tiger, musk deer, sturgeons, the Tibetan antelope and leopards.

CITES was adopted in 1973 in Washington D.C. and will celebrate its 30th
anniversary next year on 3 March 2003.
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Proposal 52 China
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Cistanche deserticola — Deletion of the annotation to Cistanche deserticola in
Appendix Il

(China) HHTH 2 29 B s b R R R

Provisional assessment by the Secretariat

This proposal aims to correct the annotation applicable to the listing of this species in
Appendix Il. With Notification to the Parties No. 2001/67 of 1 October 2001, the
Secretariat informed the Parties that the current annotation, which states that only
roots and parts recognizable as roots are subject to the provisions of the Convention,
was factually incorrect. This species is a parasite and does not have roots, and only
the inflorescences and their stems, or parts thereof are in trade. China indicated that it
would submit a proposal at CoP12 to correct this error.

China has not proposed to replace the incorrect annotation with an alternative
provision, which means that all parts and derivatives of this species would become
subject to the provisions of the Convention if the proposal were adopted. Severe
implementation problems may occur unless those parts and derivatives that are
normally considered to be recognizable in practice are excluded from this listing. The
Secretariat therefore recommends that an alternative annotation be adopted to exempt
seeds (and to be consistent with other annotations of this nature, also pollen and



spores) as well as finished pharmaceutical products.
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News From Around the World  IATRERE

Africa JE¥H

Parrots seized in Uganda. 14 African grey parrots were seized at Uganda’s Mpondwe
border post. A Congolese individual was allegedly attempting to transport them to
Kenya. (New Vision Kampala, 9, January 2002).
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Ivory seized in Tanzania. Police in Dares Salaam, Tanzania seized 1255 elephant tusks
they suspect were removed from illegally-killed elephants. (Associated press,11
January 2002).
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Americas 3

U.S. Indictments for Hunting Tigers. U. S. authorities secured indictments against
individuals in Missouri and Arkansas for buying four tigers for a hunting ranch. The
animals were shot while caged and their hides and parts sold into the black
market.(Associated Press Online, 2 January 2002)
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Sentencing in Jamaica. Hondurans Clifford Meja and Ashley Hinds were sentenced in
Jamaica to a fine of US$80000and Hinds, J$60000 or six months imprisonment, for
possession of a hawksbill sea turtle. (Environment News Service, 24 January 2002).
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Wildlife Items Seized in Mexico. Mexican police arrested Rafael Castillo in Merida
and seized more than 400 wildlife items from his house, including turtle shells,
leopard and puma skins and stuffed birds primates, jaguars and ocelots. (Reuters, 14




January 2002)
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Asia TN
Turtles Seized in Japan. An individual allegedly tried to smuggle 23 turtles and four
lizards into Japan from Bangkok.( Japan Today, 10 January 2002)
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Pangolins Seized in China. Customs officials in China’s Chumphon province seized
about 400 pangolins. The animals were thought to be from Malaysia. (Bangkok Post,
10 January 2002) " [E A EFASE L,

Turtles Seized in Hong Kong. Hong Kong officials seized 2000 fresh water turtles and
arrested 11 individuals for suspected smuggling. (Reuters, 12 March 2002)
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Korea Adds species to protected list. South Korea added 165 species of insects,
reptiles, fish and amphibians to the list of plants and animals that travelers are
prohibited from taking out of the country, increasing the total number of prohibited
species to 359. (The Korea Herald, 9 January 2002)
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Shahtoosh Shawls seized in India. Officials seized shahtoosh shawls, valued at
US$400,000, in Delhi and arrested 2 individuals for suspected smuggling.
(Environmental News Service, 9 January 2002)
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Wildlife Seized in the UAE. Authorities of United Arab Emirates seized 225 desert
tortoises, 4 peacocks and 4 African grey parrots that were being smuggled into the
country through a border post. (Khaleej Times, 13 February 2002)
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Europe KM

Smuggler Convicted in the UK. Raymond Humphrey, convicted in the UK of
smuggling, keeping and trading rare species, was sentenced to 6-12 years in jail. 23
birds of prey were discovered in his luggage at Heathrow Airport. A search of his
home uncovered slow lorises,

elongated tortoises and endangered golden-cheeked gibbon. (Times of London, 19
January 2002)
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Ivory and Rhino Horn Seized in Switzerland. 20 elephants tusks, 2 rhino horns, a
leopard skin and carved ivory en route from Kenya to China were seized at Kloten
Airport Zurich, Switzerland. (Neue Luzerner Zeitung, 25 February 2002)
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Oceania Ky /M
Reptiles Seized in Australia. A woman was arrested in an Australian airport for
allegedly attempting to smuggle 4 tiger snakes, 3 diamond pythons and 91 lizards out
of the country in poster tubes. (Australian Daily Telegraph, 12 March 2002).
KA A BOEFATEA T 5] o

(News from: CITES DIGEST, Volume 3 Issue 2, May 2002 fi§ H: CITES DIGEST)
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